
ENGLISH CLASS
Welcome!
… to seventh grade! Get ready for a 
challenging and awesome year. I am 
so excited to get to know you and to 
help you grow as a reader, writer, 
editor, and speaker. This class will 
prepare you for high school, and your 
life beyond education.  

Bring to Class:
•Glue Sticks 
• Your Planner 
• Independent reading book (at all 
times!) 
• Pens or pencils 
•Highlighter 
• Post-it notes 

Notebooks
  This year, we will use notebooks to 
organize our classwork. Two 
notebooks will be required this year. 
Please bring your first notebook  to 
class by 8/16.  
     All notebooks will stay in class 
unless otherwise directed. If you 
need to take home your notebook to 
finish incomplete assignments, then 
ask Ms. Carriere. Unfortunately, I 
cannot grade missing or incomplete 
notebooks. It is your responsibility to 
keep track of your notebook, and it 
is our classroom’s responsibility to 
treat notebooks with respect. Please 
don’t rip out notebook pages. make 
sure all materials are glued neatly 
into your notebook, and update your 
table of contents on a daily basis. 

Literature 
Literature is a written work— this 
includes cartoons, movies, fictional 
narratives, non-fictional narratives 
and poems. We will study a variety of 
literature this year, but the majority 
of literatures we will be studying are 
short stories. Some academic 
materials will have mature language 
or content. Please keep in mind that 
this literature is used as a means to 
promote critical thinking about 
language use, ideas, and culture 
within our immediate society. All 
literature should be handled 
maturely! 

Ms. Carriere M. Ed, English Education and 
Literature
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Name: _________________  

Period:_________________

Classroom Guidelines and 
Expectations

1. Be here. This means you should be 
physically and mentally present. 
Come to class focused on learning, 
and be ready to fully participate. 
You need to be in your assigned seat 
when the bell rings or you will be 
marked tardy. Being tardy will 
result in tardy detention. Worse, 
you’ll be on my mental list of kids 
who don’t care about my class. Stay 
off that list. 

2. Be responsible. Students are 
responsible for their academic 
success, and are largely responsible 
for the success of our class. 
Therefore, students are expected 
to try their best. Students should 
take responsibility for their 
academic and social behavior, and 
how those behaviors influence our 
classroom. No excuses. In addition, 
while in class you should be working 
towards producing quality and 
meaningful work.  

3.  Be awesome. Think for yourself. 
Please don’t just repeat back to me 
ideas I already said in class. If you 
are willing to think deeply, take 
risks, and work hard, then you’ll 
love this class. Showing up isn’t 
enough; I expect that you 
participate actively in each part of 
class.  

4. Be respectful. You are expected to 
be courteous and respectful to all 
students, teachers, and guests. 
Please respect diverse opinions and 
ideas.There will be no swearing, 
name-calling, or snide comments. 
Talking when teachers are 
instructing and when other students 
are speaking is rude. Use of 
technology at inappropriate times is 
also rude, and per school policy, 
devices that are ill-used or that 
make noise while in class will be 
taken from you. You control your 
technology; it shouldn’t control 
you.

Curriculum Overview:

Semester 1:  
Literary basics, summary, short memoir 
reading and writing 

Key Texts: “Fear” and “The Jacket” by 
Gary Soto, various short memoirs from 
NPR’s StoryCorps 

Coming of Age: beginning analysis, 
essay paragraphs, growth and learning 
through characters  

Key Texts: The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part Time Indian, selected chapters 
from The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 
Freaks and Geeks 

Semester 2:  
Resistance to Oppressive Environments 

Key Texts: The Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass, Selected short 
stories from …And the Earth Did Not 
Devour Him by Tomas Rivera 
 
Rhetoric: learning persuasive 
techniques through advertisement 
creation and media analysis 

School Guidelines
To create and maintain a safe and 
productive school, students are 
expected to adhere to our school 
wide guidelines in halls and 
classrooms:  

1. Follow instructions when 
given the first time. 

2. Keep hands, feet, and other 
objects to yourself. 

3. Come prepared: arrive on time 
and with supplies. This also 
includes mental preparation; 
come to class focused on 
learning. 

4. Use positive and constructive 
language (no bullying, no put 
downs) when talking with 
other students and adults. 

5. No food, gum or drinks 
(except water), no hats or 
hoods, no electronic devices 
or headphones. 

Contact Ms. Carriere:
Office Hours:  3:30-4:15 Thursday           
and by appointment

rushelle.carriere@ousd.org 

Please understand that I cannot guarantee 
responses after 4:30 p.m. Thank you. 

mailto:rushelle.carriere@ousd.org


Absence Policy
If you miss a class or a part of 
class for any reason, here’s what 
to do: 
❑ Update your table of contents. 

Then, grab all missing 
documents from the files in 
the back left corner of our 
room. 

❑ Check Google Classroom for 
any updates   

❑ Complete all the work you 
missed. You have a week from 
your absence to complete all 
missing assignments.  

❑ Check your elbow partner’s 
notebook for any notes you 
may have missed. You may 
copy their notes, but all 
assignments related to the 
notes will have to be 
completed on your own.  

❑ You may email me if you’re 
still confused after completing 
all of the above steps.

Class syllabus Continued7th Grade Edition, 2019-2020
Independent Reading
Research clearly shows that the best way 
to become a better reader and to learn to 
analyze texts is to…READ! In class on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, students will 
silently read for 15-20 minutes. 

The books you choose must be: 
❑ School appropriate— ones that your 

parents would approve of 
❑ An appropriate length 
❑ An appropriate reading level (not too 

easy or difficult) 

If I have a concern about a book you’re 
reading, I’m allowed to “veto” it or 
contact your parent(s).

FAQ’s

Grading
Grading follows this scale: 

A, A-          90-100  

B-, B, B+     80-89 

C, C+          75-79 

C-               70-74 

D-, D, D+     60-69 

F                 0-59                

Late Work 
I generally don’t accept late 
work. This is because most of the 
work given in English class is in-
class work, and students should 
be using their time in class to 
focus and complete their given 
work. However, if I see that you 
are trying your hardest in class, 
and you still need more time, 
then I will allow you to take 
home your notebook to complete 
your assignments.  

Grade Meaning

A’s: Outstanding! Student 
showed outstanding effort or 
thoughtfulness. 

B’s: Good! Student did what was 
asked of them. There may be a 
few errors; the effort level is 
okay. 

C’s: Fair, you can do better. 
Work may be sloppy or 
incomplete 

D’: Little to no effort put forth. 
Work is incomplete and there 
are several errors 

F: Students did not do what was 
asked of them. The assignment 
is less than 50 percent 
complete, or it’s not turned in. 

Cheating
Cheating includes copying work 
from another classmate as well 
as copying work from any other 
source. Taking someone else’s 
words and claiming them as your 
own is plagiarism, and plagiarism 
is unacceptable. Students 
usually cheat because they are 
desperate, or because they lack 
confidence. If you don’t know 
how to complete an assignment, 
need help or more time, then 
talk to me instead of cheating. 
Cheating will result in a loss of 
respect, an administrative 
consequence, an automatic F, 
and you will be unable to make 
up your assignment. 

Consequences

1.Reminder/ redirection 
2.One on check-in and/or 

parent contact 
3.Conference with Dean/

Detention and/or Referral 
with parent contact 

Grade Percentage 

Classwork                     40% 

Participation (4 points daily, 20 
points a week)           

Final Assignments and  
Assessments                 25%    

Homework                   10%           

Grades will be updated bi-weekly.  

Q:What is the purpose of English Class?  
A: In short, the purpose of English is to study 
writing, which is art. Sometimes, people 
believe that studying art isn’t as important as 
math or science, but this is hardly the case. 
Learning to analyze and interpret writing 
requires just as much effort, and is just as 
technical as math or science. Practicing 
writing, learning new words, and learning 
different tools to explain your ideas will help 
you become a more advanced thinker, speaker, 
and writer. 

Q:  I know participation is important, but I’m 
afraid to talk in class. What should I do? 
A:  Think of one point you’d like to make about 
what we are studying. If you need to, write it 
down on a post-it. Then, take a deep breath 
and raise your hand. Don’t be too worried— I’ll 
support you! Also, paying attention when others 
are speaking, using hand signals, passing out 
notebooks, and working with your parter are all 
forms of participation.  

Q:  I’m failing. Can I have extra credit?  
A:   I give extra credit opportunities to students 
who finish their work early. If you’re failing, 
it’s most likely because you aren’t keeping up 
with your classwork. Why? Whatever the 
reason, if you can’t keep up with your class 
assignments, then I’m certainly not going to 
give you extra work to complete. Also, if you’re 
failing, come to my office hours immediately.  

Q:  Is it okay if I draw instead of read during 
independent reading time? 
A:  No. Next Question.  

Q:  Can I read if I have finished my work 
early? 
A:  It depends. If your finished work meets our 
classroom work standards (we’ll go over what 
those are), then I may require you to complete 
an extra credit activity. If we have a few 
minutes left until we transition into something 
else, then yes— you can and should read. Just 
make sure you put your book away when I’m 
addressing the entire class, and when your 
classmates are speaking— not doing so is 
impolite.  



Q: What if I have a question about 
grades and behavior?  
A: The BEST option is to check 
Aeries. I update Aeries bi-weekly by 
entering grades. If you have a 
question about a specific grade, I 
first suggest asking your student 
questions about their in class 
performance. Please keep lines of 
communication open with your 
student about their grades and 
behavior throughout our school year. 
If they are unable to answer your 
questions, please email me at 
rushelle.carriere@ousd.org. Students 
should also advocate for themselves 
by visiting my office hours when 
needed. 

Q: Will students be reading every 
day in English Class?  
A: Every day we will do some sort of 
reading of notes, shorter texts, and 
main texts. However, we will not be 
reading main texts every day; we 
will read one or two central texts a 
week. We will also have graded 
sustained silent reading in English 
class every Tuesday and Friday. In 
elementary school, many students 
are still learning to read. In middle 
school, students read to learn. After 
fourth grade, it’s important to allow 
more space to summarize, interpret, 
and deeply analyze texts through 
writing and speaking.  

Q: When are you available to meet? 
A. I’m available to meet with 
students on Thursday from 
3:30-4:15, and I’m available to meet 
with parents and guardians by 
appointment if needed. Please don’t 
stop by unannounced, as I’m very 
busy and will not have time for 
unscheduled meetings.  

Q: How can I get my student more 
involved in what they are learning 
in your class?  
A: There are several ways to do this, 
but simply asking them about the 
literature they read in class is a 
great start. Also, when watching a 
movie or show, or they are when 
reading a book, try asking them 
about the plot of the story. Here are 
some questions to consider asking: 

1. Which part of the plot is this? How 
do you know? 

2. How would you describe the main 
character in this movie/book/show? 

3. What do you think the author 
wants their audience to learn? 

4. Why do you think the characters 
behaved this way? 

5. What do these words and actions 
tell us about this person/character? 

For Parents and Guardians  
Cheating 
Copying and/or paraphrasing 
someone’s writing and claiming it is 
plagiarism and will be taken very 
seriously. Cheating will result in an 
administrative consequence, an 
automatic F, and students will be 
unable to make up their assignments. 

Absence Policy
If your student misses a class or a part of 
class for any reason, here’s what they 
should do: 

❑ Update their table of contents. Then, 
grab all missing documents from the 
files in the back left corner of our 
room. 

❑ Check Google Classroom for any 
updates   

❑ Complete all the work they missed. 
They have a week from your absence 
to complete all missing assignments.  

❑ Check their elbow partner’s notebook 
for any notes you may have missed. 
They may copy their notes, but all 
assignments related to the notes will 
have to be completed on your own.  

❑ email me if they are confused about 
the above steps.

Grade Meaning

A’s: Outstanding! Student showed outstanding 
effort or thoughtfulness. 

B’s: Good! Student did what was asked of 
them. There may be a few errors; the effort 
level is okay. 

C’s: Fair, you can do better. Work may be 
sloppy or incomplete 

D’: Little to no effort put forth. Work is 
incomplete and there are several errors 

F: Students did not do what was asked of them. 
The assignment is less than 50 percent 
complete, or it’s not turned in. 

Contact Ms. Carriere:
Office Hours: 3:30-4:15  Thursday  and by 
appointment

rushelle.carriere@ousd.org 

Please understand that I cannot guarantee 
responses after 4:30 p.m. Thank you.

—Ms. Carriere M. Ed, English Education and 
Literature

Signature 
Please sign below 
to indicate you 
have read, and 
agree to the 
course guidelines, 
procedures, and 
policies. Students 
should return this 
signed “coupon” 
for class credit by 
8/16. 

Parent/Guardian  
name:___________ 

Parent/Guardian 
signature:________ 

Student 
Name:___________ 

(Please 
print) 

Student 
Signature:_______ 

Signature Due 
8/16

ENGLISH CLASS
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